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The discovery of high temperature superconductivity in copper oxides in 1988 has given rise to great
excitement in the entire scientific and engineering community.  “High Te superconductivity’ suddenly
became a hot topic, involving tens of thousands of active researchers. {1} Itwasinitially expected that
the mechanism of high Te superconductivity would be understood quickly and that important applications

would follow immediately in many technologies. Unfortunately. neither of these expectations has come

WLUe ike any other dee superconductivity contin Q_Tesist an

This was already dlear in 1990, when the Solid State Advisory Committee of ICTP decided to organize a
Spring College on Superconductivity for 1992. {2} in :

! e 0 expose them to the la eve ent: Theorganizerswereveryfortunateinbeing
able to attract an outstanding international faculty to give both pedagogical courses and up to the minute
information about current developments.  Some of the faculty were too heavily committed to provide a
chapter for this book. A full list of all the lectures is given to provide an idea of full extent of the courses
given at the College. 'The lectures which appear here give good coverage of the basic physics and the
level of understandingin 1992.  { 3} As we write this Preface in 1994 high To superconductivity research
continues unabated, '
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The Battle of Okinawa, which later came to be called the Typhoon of Steel,” claimed the lives of more
than 200,000 people.

Included among the dead were girls 15 to 19 years of age of the Okinawa Women's Normal School and
the First Prefectural Girls' High School.  They were mobilized as nurses attached to army field hospitals
and many of them never returned alive.

Forty years since, more than half of the nation’s population are those people born after the war, and
memories of the war are fading away with the passage of time. -

In a world under constant threats of nuclear war, we are gravely concerned over the recent
ternational situation pregnant with immediate dangers of war.

We built the Himeyuri Peace Museum here with the firm determination of the Himeyuri Alumnae

“never to recognize any type of war and never let it happen again.”

We sincerely hope that many people will visit the Museum to understand the true picture of the battle,

and to pass the message of permanent peace on to future generations.

The Museum was constructed with the cooperation of countless persons, not to mention the efforts of
the Himeyuri Alumnae.

My heart-felt thanks to all concerned.

July 23, 1989
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Yukiko Minamoto
President
Himeyuri Alumnae Association




